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 Allegory of the Cave versus Relativism
Relativism denotes to a philosophical argument that all opinions are valid truths and relative to the individual (Hauser, 2019). In a moral or ethical context, relativism implies that morals are relative to the individual or the social group in which they were constructed (Hauser, 2019). Plato in his theory of allegory of the cave refutes relativism. In this essay, I will describe the allegory of the cave and show how Plato refuted the idea of relativism.
The following is a description of how things are laid out in the allegory of the cave. Three prisoners are tightly chained on rocks with their legs and arms bound and their heads fixed only to see the stone wall. A raised walkway is between the fire and prisoner (behind the prisoners) (Robinson, 2012). People use the walkway carrying different things such as plants, stone, wood and animals.
The cave represents the empirical evidence or the individuals who believe that knowledge is coined from what we hear and see (Robinson, 2012). There is an assertion that the individuals who believe in empirical knowledge are imprisoned in a world or cave of irrationality and misunderstanding. The shadows signify the views of individuals who believe and argue that empirical proof warrants critical knowledge. Plato argued that an individual who believes that what he sees or hears in the world should be taken as truth, then he or she is just viewing a shadow of truth which is an insult to the moral philosophers (Robinson, 2012). The game portrays how society perceives that a single individual can be the master of the empirical world. According to Plato, the master does not have any truth, and there is an assertion that anyone who admires such a person is a state of confusion (Robinson, 2012).
The escape consists of three things: escaped prisoner, sun and the intellectual journey. The prisoner who escapes is a reflection of a philosopher who is trying to seek knowledge and rationality outside the senses (cave) (Robinson, 2012). The sun signifies light which is the truth or philosophical knowledge. The journey of the prisoner refers to the intellectual journey used by the philosopher when seeking wisdom and truth. The remaining prisoners' reaction to the escapee returning shows how people perceive philosophical truths and the less trust they have on philosophers.
In theory, Plato puts forward a comprehensible representation of human perception. According to him, the knowledge that an individual gain through the senses is just an opinion (Robinson, 2012). Therefore, in theory, Plato is proving that accurate knowledge can only be acquired through philosophical reasoning. In conveying his allegory, Plato mentions "We" in different parts which basically imply the society. 
Plato's notion of the good focused on the ethical views on subjects such as good government, beauty and justice which could form a perfect society (Robinson, 2012). The theory was based on the proposition that people desire happiness. However, sometimes people behave in a manner that does not produce happiness. Plato asserted that people behave in such ways because they do not know the actions that can produce happiness. Thus, according to Plato, the reason why individuals portray behaviour that does not produce happiness is because they lack knowledge.
Conversely, Plato believes that people who have attained the knowledge (Philosophers) must use it in society to serve humanity (Robinson, 2012). According to my understanding on the theory, Plato believes it is only philosophers or the people who seek knowledge who have the state of the good and thus, goodness does not exist for all people; hence the state of goodness or knowledge does not change from place to place or person to person. Finally, Plato argued that if an individual has the knowledge, then he or she knows what is right. Therefore, in his allegory, Plato refutes relativism and proposes that the good of an individual is dependent on the philosophical knowledge he or she has.
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